The Michael | Fitzmaurice Veterans Home

Veterans Honored Interment (VHI)

...To care for him who shall have borne the battle...’

President Abraham Lincoln

Origin of Veterans Honored Interment (VHI) - Mr. Paul Redfield, a resident of the Michael J.
Fitzmaurice South Dakota Veterans Home, conceived this project in 1999. VHI is the result of his
vision of veterans providing honorable and dignified burial vessels for fellow veterans and their
spouses. Paul obtained permission from the Blue Cloud Abby to utilize their proven simple de-
sign for he caskets, and in 2005, Lester Zimiga presented his design for the VHI urns currently
used.

Construction - The VHI casket is constructed of oak plywood, finished with paint and polyure-
thane, fitted with a simple liner and six gold painted carrying handles. The two-piece lid is de-
signed to allow the option of closed or open viewing. The VHI urn is made of oak and mahog-
any, finished with polyurethane. These vessels are of sturdy construction, conforming to all
safety and health requirements. They may be used at all South Dakota cemeteries, including
the Black Hills National Cemetery.

Disclaimers - Availability of units may be affected by existing level of support and production ca-
pacity. These burial vessels are for use in South Dakota only. VHI provides casket or urn only.
Funeral arrangements are NOT included. Please note, VHI is staffed by dedicated personnel
and funded by your donations. Suggested donation amounts reflect the minimum cost to build
and distribute these burial vessels. Please consider sending your most generous donation
along with the benefit application form so that urns and caskets can be provided to those in
less fortunate financial circumstances. No qualified veteran will be denied a VHI casket or urn
due to inability to donate. Confirmation of eligibility and/or donation will be sent to you.

VHI Financing - Veterans Honored Interment is a South Dakota not-for-profit corporation, sup-
ported entirely through donations. Tax deductible donations of $350 for a casket or $125 for an
urn provides for the continued availability of this program for others. Please complete the at-
tached form (benefit application form) and mail it to: Veterans Honored Interment, c/o Michael
J. Fitzmaurice State Veterans Home, 2500 Minnekahta Avenue, Hot Springs, SD 57747.

Eligibility - To be eligible to receive a VHI casket or urn you must:

« Be a member of the active military of Selected Reserve or a former member of the active mili-
tary or Selected Reserve who was discharged or released under conditions other than dis-
honorable, or a spouse of an eligible veteran

o Be aresident of South Dakota and plan to use the VHI vessel in South Dakota
e Provide a copy of veteran’s DD-214 or other discharge certificate with benefit application form
e Receive confirmation of eligibility from VHI prior to the death of the veteran or spouse.

o All current and former residents of the Michael J Fitzmaurice State Veterans Home are auto-
matically eligible for VHI vessels.

VHI Casket
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